
Headed paper
	<<name>>
<<address>>

	[Date]

	Dear (Parent/Carer)


	Re: (name)/ DOB 

Research study: The early use of Antibiotics in at Risk CHildren with InfluEnza (ARCHIE)


We are writing to you today because your child has a long-term medical condition or disability which means that they are more susceptible to developing a secondary bacterial infection if they get ’flu or a ’flu-like illness.  Children who have had their ‘flu vaccination can sometimes still get ‘flu because the ‘flu virus is highly changeable.  This means the vaccine cannot always protect children against every type (or ‘strain’) of ‘flu.
This winter (the Paediatric Research Team) will be running the ARCHIE Study at (xxx Hospital). The study is looking at the early use of antibiotics to minimise the risk of developing a further bacterial infection if certain children become ill with ‘flu or a ‘flu-like illness. The enclosed leaflet gives information about the study.
Recruitment starts in October. If, after this date, your child gets referred [to the Children’s Unit] with ‘flu or a ‘flu-like illness, he/she may be eligible to enter the study.  Please let the ward staff know that you are interested in the study [and one of the Paediatric Research Team will come to see you].
If you are interested in finding out more please contact [the Paediatric Research Team on the above number/email address].
Yours sincerely
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